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You didn1 need te know that Kate and Laura
Mulleavy had been watching the Terrence
Malick movie Dzays of Heavento ascertain
that the gisters had taken the American
Flains as their latest inspiration. The clues
wizren't exactly hard to follow on today's
rurway: silk gowns printed with 3 wheat field
atthe hem, ankle-grazing prairie coals,
leather and ponyskin separates with
geametrle Insets that called to mind quilts.
The only items that miaht have thrown you off
the scentwera the pair of ruby red party
dresses atthe end. But as Kate explained
atterward, "¥we codldn't go to Mebraska and
Fansas and not do a Wizard of Oz
reference.”
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Malick's film is a fashion favorite, but the
Mulleavy sisters made the referance their
awitvia thelr slgnature devotion to craft The
quilting an the pinafare tops and apran skits
was appliguéd by hand, and the wool and
mohair swealers likewise never saw the
inslde of a knitling machine. The guestion is this: Wil these ¢lothes, with their cauntrified
slading points, entrance the label's clienlele of urthan sophisticales the way previous
collections have? Or, Lisa Airan, after all, walked into the 12 p.m. show in a sheer wory
Rodarte cockiail dress studded with gold crstals. The answar? Yes, with the exception
perhaps ofthe senlimental floral embroideries. For ong, the show's longer silhouettes jibed
with the cumrent fashion zeifoeist. And for another, the Mulleavys confinue to push into
categones thattheyve Ignored before. It's hard to recall a single coat from thelr last several
Fall collections; here thare were plenty to chaose fram—and thanks o technically
accomplished culouts atthe sides ofthe torgo, they looked guite unique.
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Commerclial is the wrano word for i, but there's no debating the fact that Kate and Laura are
steadily geliing zawier about the business end while maintaining their singularvision.
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